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The Last Days of Socrates

John Calvin (The Christian Life, I.4)   Doctrine is not an affair of the tongue, but of the life; is not apprehended by the intellect and memory merely, like other branches of learning; but is received only when it possesses the whole soul, and finds its seat and habitation in the inmost recesses of the heart…  To doctrine in which our religion is contained we have given the first place, since by it our salvation commences; but it must be transfused into the breast, and pass into the conduct, and so transform us into itself, as not to prove unfruitful.  If philosophers are justly offended, and banish from their company with disgrace those who, while professing an art which ought to be the mistress of their conduct, convert it into mere loquacious sophistry, with how much better reason shall we detest those flimsy sophists who are contented to let the Gospel play upon their lips, when, from its efficacy, it ought to penetrate the inmost affections of the heart, fix its seal in the soul, and pervade the whole man a hundred times more than the frigid discourses of philosophers?

1. (4cd) What are the circumstances in the case that Euthyphro is bringing to court?
2. (5e) What is Euthyphro’s first attempted definition of holiness? 

3. (6d) Why is Socrates not satisfied with the examples given by Euthyphro? 

4. (9e) What is Euthyphro’s second attempted definition?
5. (10a) What does Socrates mean when he says, “Is the holy approved by the gods because its holy, or is it holy because it’s approved?”

6. (10d) How is Euthyphro persuaded that the holy is approved by the gods because it is holy? 
7. (12e) What is Euthyphro’s third attempted definition? 

8. (14b) What is Euthyphro’s fourth attempted definition? 

9. (15abc) What conclusion is drawn at the end of this dialogue? 

10. (19b) What accusation was bought against Socrates? 

11. (21c) What was Socrates’ response to the Oracle’s statement regarding his own wisdom? 

12. (21d) In what sense did Socrates claim that he was wise (cf. 1Cor 8:2)? 

13. (21e-22a, 23ab) What are the parallels here between Socrates and Paul (cf. 1Cor 1:17-2:8)? 
14. (24c, 25abc) How does Socrates discredit Meletus? 
15. (25cde) How did Socrates refute Meletus claim that he was corrupting the youth of Athens? 

16. (27cd) How did Socrates prove to Meletus that he is not an atheist? 

17. (29b) Why doesn’t Socrates fear death?
18. (29d) Why does Socrates refuse to give up philosophizing? (cf. Acts 4:19-20; 5:29)
19. (30e) Why does Socrates call himself a “stinging fly”?
20. (31bc) Was it right to neglect his family and charge no fees? (cf. 1Tim 5:8; 1Cor 9:18)?

21. (38e, 39ab) Why would Socrates rather die than live?

22. (40abc) Why did Socrates think that his divine voice did not oppose his conviction? 

23. (40e) Why does Socrates call death “gain”?
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